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Royal is Back in Business 


Royal Yo-Yo is reentering the yo- 

yo market after a hiatus of some 25 
years, with Tom Radovan, the son of 
company founder Joe Radovan, at the 
helm as president. Also involved in 
the new venture is Tom’s sister, vice 
president JoAnn Radovan Brown. 

Joseph Thomas ("Joe") Radovan 
(1908-1989), was born in the 
Philippines. He started his career as 
a Duncan demonstrator after he came te 
the U.S. in 1929. Joe was the subject 
of an interview in the second issue of 
Yo-Yo Times {in 1988). In that 
interview, he told of his early career 
as a Duncan yo-yo man in the early 
1930s. 

"It was the depression, and there 
was plenty of unemployment,” Radovan 
recalled in his interview with Yo-Yo 
Times. "The Duncan company needed yo- 
yo demonstrators, so I went over there 
and they took me. I stayed with them 
for about 5 years. They sent me to 
Europe, France, Paris, Brazil, 
Portugal--all over....We made about 
$15 a week.” 

A shrewd businessman, Radovan 
decided he could do better if he went 
into business for himself. So he left 
Duncan in about 1935 to start his own 
company, Royal Tops Manufacturing Co. 
For the next 40 years or so, he was 
one of the Duncan competitors that 
persisted in calling its products 
“yo-yos," much to Duncan’s chagrin. 

Duncan claimed exclusive rights 
to the word “yo-yo.” Older yo-yoers 
may remember the tine that every 
Duncan Yo-Yo package had printed on 
it, “If it isn’t a Duncan, it isn’t a 
yo-yo." 

Anyone else who wanted to 
manufacture a yo-yo had to call it 
something else, such as “Return Top" 
and “Fly-Back Top." 

“Duncan had registered the word 
"yo-yo" in about 1932," Radovan 


recalled. “When I started making yo- 
yos, I couldn’t [legally] use the word 
because it was a registered 
trademark.” 

That didn't stop him, however, 
because he was convinced that the word 
"yo-yo,' from his native Philippine 
language, was generic and could not be 
registered. 

He focused his marketing efforts 
in the slightly smaller cities that 
Duncan missed. 

Ultimately, the Duncan company 
challenged Royal and another 
competitor, Dell Plastics, in court. 
The battle raged for several years and 
was finally resolved in 1965 by the 
New York State Supreme Court. 

Radovan recalled that defending 
his use of the term cost him something 
in the order of $125,000. Duncan paid 
something like $200,000 or more into 
the battle, which it lost. 

"The court said it considered the 
word "yo-yo’ a generic tern," Radovan 
said. 

The fight almost drove both 
companies out of business. Radovan 
remained in business for 10 more years 
before retiring from the yo-yo 
business in 1975. The financial drain 
was one of the problems that 
eventually forced Duncan to sell to 
Flambeau. 3g 

Joe spent the final years of his 
life in Miami, Fla., near his family, 
including his son, Tom, who was born 
in 195%. Tom and JoAnn spent their 
childhoods on the road selling yo-yos 
and learning the trade. “That's how 
we learned it,” JoAnn said. “We just 
lived it. Every summer we traveled to 
the yo-yo mill in Maine, and then 
traveled up and down the east coast 
with Dad.” 

His successful court fight to 
make “yo-yo” a generic term meant that 
(in the U.$.} anyone could manufacture 
and market a "yo-yo." 

This freedom has made it possible 
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for dozens of competitors to market a 
wide variety of yo-yos. The younger 
Radovans have also decided to revive 
several other defunct trademarks, 
including Chico, Goodie and Hiker. 

"We'll make 3,000 of each yo-yo, 
sequentially numbered," Tom said. 

“We plan to run old-fashioned-style 
contests by Spring 2001," beginning in 
Miami; Ft. Lauderdale; Austin, Tex., 
and Greenville, §.C. (one of the 
fastest growing cities in the U.S.). 

"These will be real easy 
contests, with a lot of winners. 
That’s what Royal has always been 
about--make the children feel like 
champions. It builds self-esteem in 
kids. We'll probably have categories 
12 and under, 13-18, and over 18, 
based on the old tricks. And we'll 
probably have a free-style category, 
too,” he said. 

Royal will also bring out 
"modern" models. “I'm raising money 
to make a transaxle,’ he said. 

“We hope to open the hobby to an 
even wider audience of children and 
adults,” Ton said. (Royal Yo-Yo, 
website: 
http://royalyo-yo.com/royalpages/royal 
hist .ntal; joann@royalyo-yo.com, 
ton@royal yo-yo. com) 


YO-YO CONTESTS 


Upcoming contests are listed in 
chronological order. If you are 
planning to hold a contest, e-mail us 
at yoyotine@aol.com, including 
the following information: City, 
state, date, name of the contest, 
location, time, sponsoring 
organization, who to contact for 
information (the person’s name, phone 
number, e-mail address, web site). 


BURLINGTON, WI -- April 15-16 -- 
Wisconsin State Yo-Yo Contest, at the 
Spinning Top Museum, 533 Milwaukee 
Ave., Burlington, WI 53105, 2 p.m. 


Activities on Friday; contest on 
Saturday. Info: 262-763-3946 or 262- 


128-5623. 

LAWTON, OK -- April 16 -- The 
Oklahoma Yo-Yo Championship will be 
held on Easter Sunday at the Lawton 
Public Library in Lawton, Okla., 
beginning at 1 p.m. It will follow 
the AYYA tricks and rules. Info: 

John Hornbeck at yoyoguy9@hotnail.com 

SUFFOLK, VA -- April 16 -- 
Suffolk Spring Spectacular & Balloon 
Fest Yo-Yo Contest at the Suffolk 
Municipal Airport Air Park - Harvest 
Family Stage, 1410 Airport Road, 
Suffolk, Va., at the intersection of 
Rts 13 & 32 South. Info: Heather 
Kinsey, publicity coordinator, 
757-539-0350; fax: 757-539-1097; or 
Lisa Key, festival office, 
757-539-6751; www.suffolkfest.org 

MONTREAL, QUEBEC (CANADA) -- 
April 16 -- Yo-Yo 2000, Quebec 
Provincial Championship, at Relance 
des Loisirs Tout 9 Inc., 5115 Rue 
Rivard, Montreal. Metro Lairoer. 
Info: Justin Adam, 514-948-4534. 

COCOA BEACH, FL -- April 21-22 -- 
The Ultimate Yo-Yo Competition, held 
in conjunction with RonJon Surf Shop's 
Easter Surf Week. Info: 561-845- 
8212, wew.yoyojam.con 

LONG BEACH, CA -- April 22 -- 
Lakewood Video Yo-Yo Contest, Seaport 
Marina Hotel, 6400 E. Pacific Coast 
Highway, 1 a.m. - 3 p.m. Contact 
yoantia@earthlink.net 

SALINA, KS -- April 29 -- Contest 
will be held from it a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Central Wall, 2259 South 9th, 
Salina, KS 67401-7313. Info, 785-825- 
1733, e-mail cnsInmd@aol.com 

MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL, MN -- April 
30 -- Midwest Regional Yo-Yo 
Championships, at the Mall of America 
beginning at 12:00 noon. Contact 
atraffic.com, 612-895-5540 for info. 

NEW YORK, NY -- May 6 -- The NYU 
Yo-Yo Club Annual Tournament will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Thoapson Center at New York 
University, 238 Thompson St., New 
York, WY. Contact Kerry Donny-Clark 
at kpd200@is5 .nyu.edu 

SAN MATEO, CA -- May 13 -- Bay 
Area Classic, at Talbot's Toyland. 
Info: Qave Bazan, 408-732-3320 box 
#9920, alienyopro@aol.con 

LAKE ORION, WI -- May 21 -- “The 
Canterbury Yo-Yo Challenge,“ 


Olde World Canterbury Village, 2369 
Joslyn Rd., Lake Orion, MI 48360, 


248-391-5700. 
home.earthl ink.net/~walldon/news.htm 

ST. ALBANS, YT -- June 24-25 -- 
Annual New England Yo-Yo Meet, 
sponsored by the Baybrooks. Info: 
802-524-2782, yoyorjb@together .netl, 
http:/www.jenniferbaybrook.con, R&J 
Yo-Yo, 76 South Wain St., St. Albans, 
VT 05478. 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL -- July 3 -- 
South Florida Yo-Yo Contest, Star 
Spangled Spectacular, Mars Music 
Ampitheatre. Contact Jeff WillerAT 
§61-795-8883. 

BAKERSFIELD, CA -- July 8 -- South 
West Regional Yo-Yo Championships, at 
the City of Bakersfield Convention 
Center. Info: Jeannette, 
661-322-9874, 

ORLANDO, FL -- July 8-9 -- The 
World Yo-Yo Championships held at 
Universal Studios, Orlando, Fla. For 
the latest information, e-mail Greg 
Cohen at greg@pd.net. Full details at 
waw. wor Idyoyocontest.com 

PROVIDENCE, RI -- July 22-23 -- 
The Yomega Corporation will hold the 
Yomega Y3A World Competition at the 
Rhode Island Convention Center. For 
information, call 1-800-338-8796 exi. 
287 or check the web site, 
wew.yonega.com. Preceded by Y3A 
Workshops on July 20 and 21. 

MONTREAL, QUEBEC (CANADA) -- Aug. 
1-5 -- The International Jugglers’ 
Association's 53rd annual Summer 
Festival will be held in at the 
Universite du Quebec a Montreal 
(UQAM). No yo-yo contest this year. 

ROCHESTER-HILLS, WI -- Sept. 23 - 
- Champion Spinners Yo-Yo Classic III. 
At Middlebrook Village; 82 North 
Adams, Rochester-Hills, MI 
http://home.earthlink .net/“walldon/ind 
ex.htal. Dennis, 
chanpionspinneréjuno.com 

CHICO, CA-- Oct. 7 -- National 
Yo-Yo Contest. For further 
information, contact Bob and Barbara 
Malowney at §30-893-0545, 
www. national yo-yo.org. 


BOOKS 
Another Ultimate Book 


A new children’s book, Another 
Ultimate Yo-Yo Book, is set for 
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publication this summer. For 
information, e-mail 


aomara@penguinputnan. con 


Yo-Yo Physics Series 


fon “Captain Yo" Watson is 
developing a series of brief 
publications under the title "Yo-Yo 
Physics: An Engineer's Notebook.” The 
series is planned to support science 
and mathematics students from high 
school through the undergraduate 
college level, and should also be of 
interest to all yo-yo techies as well. 

Each release will be in monograph 
format, 5-1/2 by 8-1/2 inches, 20 to 
40 pages, spine-stitched, soft cover. 

Monograph I, titled “Radius of 
Gyration” analyzing three popular yo- 
yo styles (wood, plastic, and 
aluminum), is now available. The 
"Moment of Inertia’ and “Radius of 
Gyration” of each style is determined. 
Insights into resulting “string 
leverage’ and looping characteristics 
are included, replete with graphics 
and calculations. The serious 
investigator can apply the analysis 
method to any existing yo-yo or use 
the method to predict the physical 
characteristics of a new design. 
Knowledge of decimal engineering 
notation is helpful, as is a common 
calculator for those wishing to review 
the arithmetic. A list of text 
references is provided. 

Future releases will expand on 
the general subject, analyzing other 
interesting facets of yo-yo design and 
performance. String considerations, 
fixed axle (capstan friction) and 
transaxle (free-wheeling) 
characteristics, alternate styles 
(butterfly, "key-chain," etc.), and 
gyroscopic effects are all subjects 
planned for the series. 

For Monograph I, “Radius of 
Gyration," send your order and check 
for $4.50 US, shipping and handling 
included, to: Pencil Point Press, 12 
Circulo Lujo #¥T, Rohnert Park CA 
94928, captnyo@sonic.net 


NEW YORK TOY FAIR 
Yo-Yos are Still Hot! 


Even if the yo-yo boom is over 
for this time around, you couldn't 


ROYAL YO-YO. 


Since 1935 


Coming Soon! 


ROYALe, CHICOe, GOODYe, HI-KERe 


Circa 1950 Circa 1950 Circa 1930 


Affordable Collectibles 
ROYAL JEWELED CHEVRON. 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


One of Joe Radovan’s favorites 


Limited quantities only 3,000 made in the first production 

As on the original, 5 Point Crown, Gold leaf stamped seal, hardwood, 
tournament shaped 

Three 4.5mm beautifully faceted sparkling jewels, specially imported from 
Austria for Royal 

Available in four original colors, ted, blue, green and black 

Each yo-yo in this release is individually numbered on the reverse side 
Each yo-yo comes with a matching numbered certificate of authenticity 
The display box measures 3.25”x 3.25” square, made of sturdy clear plexi 
glass, suitable for stacking 


VY VVvVVvVVvV v vv 


Each yo-yo is personally inspected by Tom Radovan for Quality Control 


$30 Plus $5 for shipping and handling 
Buy all 4 colors for $110 Plus shipping 


Florida Residents add additional 6% sales tax. 
— Available April 15, 2000 — 


To Order: Call our Toll Free Number: 1-877-yo-yo-yos (1-877-969-6967) 

Or Visit out website at RoyalYo-Yo.com with Secure Online ordering Visa / Master Card 
accepted 

To order by mail: We accept only U.S. Postal Money Orders (No Checks or Cash) made 
payable to: Royal Tops P.O. Box 297213 Pembroke Pines, FL 33029 


Royal Tops Manufacturing Co. is a proud member of the American Yo-Yo Association 
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have told it from visiting the New 
York Toy Fair in February. Yo-yos 


were everywhere! (And we're not 
talking about politicians.) We 
counted 43 companies selling yo-yos, 
approximately the same number as were 
at last year’s fair. Here are some of 
the new products that #e saw at the 
show: 

@ What’s Next Manufacturing 
Inc., P.0. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 
116/457-4202, whatnext@localnet.com, 
showed the new SB-3 ballbearing yo-yo, 
which comes with an external string- 
gap adjustment. It is externally 
adjustable. The price and shipping 
date will be announced later. Also 
new is a series of all-wood National 
Hotrod Racing Association (NHRA) yo- 
yos that come in a variety of shapes 
and colors. Also, the SleepMachine 
wooden yo-yo with a ballbearing axle 
is now available in laminated wood. 
The company also introduced a whole 
line of HipPocket Classics, including 
a new-shaped fixed-axle wooden yo-yo 
and a jump rope, ball in cup, kendema, 
spin tops, paddleballs. 

@ Infinity Inc., P.0. Box 3, 
Langhorne, PA 19047, 800/STICKS-3 
(784-2573), 215/750-6025, 
fun@infinitytoys.com, which markets 
the Black Mamba in the U.$., showed 
several new models: Regeneration, 
Voodoo Curse, Steel and Rolling 
Thunder. 

@ Fun Express, 5455 $. 90th St., 
Qmaha, NE 68127, 402-596-2607, 800- 
228-0096, showed a line of inexpensive 
yo-yos. 

@ SuperYo showed the Samurai, 
its new aluminum yo-yo, which retails 
for about $200. Also new from SuperYo 
is the limited edition White Raider, 
with a new Intelligap{tm) axle system 
for yo-yo hub width control. It is 
made of durable polycarbonate. SRP 
$10. SuperYo has also released a new 
video, “Kickin’ Tricks,” which 
contains more than 90 tricks {many of 
them new) performed by more than 50 of 
the world’s best yo-yo players. 

Retail price, $10.99 (SuperYo LLC, 
P.O. Box 1707, Bothell, WA $8041, 
wiw.superyo.com, 425-712-9696, 1-877- 
SUPERYO, sales@superyo.com, 

www. superyo.com 

@ Want to make your awn yo-yo? 
Penn State Industries, 2850 Comly 
Road, Philadelphia, PA 19154, 


wew.pennstateind.com, introduced 
several new yo-yo kits. The PKYOYO 


ball bearing yo-yo kit is $5.45 in 
quantities of 1 to 9 kits. A complete 
yo-yo component kits (#PKYOKIT) is 
$7.95. Also available: Yo-yo 
turning blanks hardware to help you 
turn your own yo-yo ona lathe and a 
carbide blank cutter so you can cut 
out yo-yo halves using an ordinary 
electric drill. 

@ Bigtree Inc., 320 Crocket St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90013, 213-623-1689, 
bigtree@aol.com, showed the Millennium 
Magic Laser 2000 yo-yo, the Mega Yo- 
Yo, the Magic Laser Yo-Yo, and the 
Challenger 2000 Yo-Yo. Made in China. 

® Playmaxx Inc., 2520 N. Coyote 
Dr., Suite 106, Tucson, AZ 85745, 
520/623-7085; 1-877-GO-PROYO: 
wav. proyo.com; sales@proyo.com; showed 
several new yo-yos, including the 
Roadster, a fixed-axle one-piece 
wooden yo-yo (about $5 retail); the 
fixed-axle original ProYo Professional 
Edition (about $4 retail}; the ProYo 
Ace mini-ballbearing yo-yo ($20 
retail}; the Stunt Pilot 3, which can 
be played as a regular yo-yo, a top 
and an off-string yo-yo ($30 retail). 
Also, Playmaxx has redesigned its 
packaging and is offering the 
ProPlayer Pac, which gives retailers a 
mix of different models in the same 
shipping box. 

e Yo-Yo Jam, 6461 Garden Rd., 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404, 561-845-8212, 
aaivalerie@aol.com, wHW.yoyojam.com, 
showed the newest addition to its 
line, the aluminum ballbearing Ninja 
(SRP $36). The YoYoJam line of 
ballbearing yo-yos is “unlike other 
ball-bearing yo-yos currently 
available [because] YoYovam yo-yos 
require no spacers and have no loose 
parts to lose,” the company said. 

@ Androni, 127 St-Pierre, Suite 
200, Montreal, QB H2Y 2L6, CANADA, 
514-286-2880, 800-826-4216, 
dsirois@sprint.ca, makes a line of 
beach toys, including a Yo-Yo Belt Set 
{retail $7-8), which includes a yo-yo 
and a belt carrier for it, and a 
Professional Yo-Yo ($5-5.50 retail), 
and several other models. 

@ Quality Arts & Crafts, 185 
Central Ave., New Providence, NJ 
07974, 908-898-1351, 800-999-3202, 
showed an old fashioned, handmade and 
handpainted wooden yo-yo, made in 
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China, available in tai quantities 
for $1.00 apiece. It also showed an 


old-fashioned wooden top (wholesale 
price for quantities, $1.50). 

@ Craft Corner, a new division 
of Pastime Industries, 1820 Lincoln 
Ave., Holbrook, NY 11741, 516-588~- 
9688, has introduced a Yo-Yo Making 
Kit. It comes with a wooden yo-yo, 
neon paints, glitter glue pen and 
stickers. SRP, $8.99. 

@ D&L Company, P.0. Box 7996, 
Porterville, CA 93258, 1-800-NEAT TOY, 
neattoy@stomprocket.com, offers the 
LaserYo, a light-up yo-yo with a 
spider on one half and a scorpion on 
the other. They are available in 
large quantities at a wholesale price 
of $1.00. 

@ Spintastics Skil] Toys Inc., 
2215 W. Pipeline Rd., Euless, TX 
76040, 817-868-9696, fax 817-545-6050, 
wey. spintastics.com, 
spintastics@spintastics.com introduced 
a number of new models that glow in | 
the dark and light up: The Firefly (a 
glow TigerShark) and the Comet (a Glow 
Tornado) (retail $20); as well as 2 
new tops, the TorchTop, which glows 
{retail $13) and the Tornado 
Ballbearing Top. Also new, the 
Spinablo, a diablo with a rachet and 
ballbearings. The Spinablo “makes it 
easier for kids to learn how ta spina 
diablo," company co-owner Dale Oliver 
said. “You can do all the tricks with 
it that you can do with a regular 
diablo except ‘The Elevator,’" he 
said. Shipping for the Spinablo will 
begin in June, he said. 

@ Maui Toys, corporate offices, 
1275 Crescent St., Youngstown, OH 
44502, 330-747-4333, www.mauitoys.com, 
showed a number of novelty yo-yos, 
including the Chrome-Tec, Fun-Fur, 
Lava Liquid and the Rock’N’Roll (which 
plays tunes when spinning), that 
retail for $3.98 to $5.98. 

@ Klutz Press, the publisher of 
a series of hands-on books including 
The Klutz Yo-Yo Book, which comes with 
a Rocket Yo-Yo, is now offering the 
yo-yo as a separate item. (Klutz 
Press Inc., 455 Portage Ave., Palo 
Alto, CA 94306, 650-857-0888, 
wew, Klutz. con) 

e Duncan Toys Inc., P.0. Box 5, 
Middlefield, OH 44062, 216/632-1631, 
introduced a new freehand yo-yo (model 
3580XP), with a die attached to the 


_ The Klutz Yo-Yo Book 
@ The updated ection of the classic 

RA book of tips, tricks and yo-yo history, 
4 packaged with a very coo! screw- 
apart yo-yo. The result Is nothing 


‘ nduring fad. 
Available In book, gift and toy 
LA stores nationwide. To place an 
order, or request 8 catalogue, 
cal 800/558-8944. 


First in a Series by 


- Moment of Inertia 


SLO-YO. 

Superlative Handmade 
_Yo-Yos 

Native & Exotic Woods 

Send For Your Free 

Color Catalogue 


fen prcov Gesign in wood 
$508 montview 


- String Leverage 
_ By the numbers! 
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"YO-TOPIA” 
"The Best Place In The World To YO-YO!" 


Wholesale and Retait YO-YO's, Marketing, Oomos & Contests : 


R? 


John Stangle ee 
*1997 Advanced Division Work YO-YO Champion 


@34 Echo Lake Way 

Santa Rose, CA 06401 

(707) 642-YOYO [9606] 

FAX: (707) 642-906 Cail Fret SO én 
yolepiaw yolopla.com “f 
wuw.YOTOPIA.caom So 


: NEW YO-YO CLUB Rockville, MD, USA : 


- E-mail for details: MDOGRFX@aol.com : 
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WAKING UP TO THES 


ty interesting to watch people's reaction to a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - « fs 
especially kids and cats. It looks like a regukir 
wooden yo-yo, but How does it spin su 
Jong? The secret is a precision hall bearing axle j 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing 
Yo-Yo tuncups. Too “techy” for some (5 or 
6 were retumed), the reward for the tex of 
us is the muagic healing qualities of long 
Spinning wood. Ins pkiste age. hokling and 
watching a Seep Machine spin. is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are channed too, They're 
great for meeting people. Best of all, at a moments notiee. 
these purticulir yo-vos connect me to that part of myself which 
also spins and dances . 


> SLEEP MacHiNE — BUTTERFLY STVLE.........-. $50.00 : 
> RoLer Woooy— CLASSIC STYLE......-..-00+ $50.00 PostraD - 
+ NAME Prone. 
; ADoress 
* Cry, State, Ze 
> VisAIMC ExpDate 
= ¢ Tos Kur Yo-Yos Lto., Prone need ca 
: Box 276, Arcane, NY 14009 — be 
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Celeste and Craig 


‘to order your copy today! 


Yo-Yo Physics: An Engineer’s Notebook.. 
Radius of Gyration $4.50 uS/copy, saH Inc. 
36 pages - Drawings and Physics Analysis for 
. Yo-Yo styles in Wood, Plastic, and Aluminum 
Don “Captain YO” Lheson 


PENCIL POINT PRESS 


- Looping Characteristics 12 CircuLO Luyo -#YT 


ROHNERT PARK 
CA 94928 


ey rockin’ yoers! 
latest from music artists 


The Little Book of Yo-Yos 
by Professor Yo-Yo 
(AKA YYT editor Stuart Crump Jr.) 
Covers all the basics for beginners. ~ 
Ask for it at your favorite bookstore, 
or by mail: 
$4.95 ($6.95 in Canada) plus $1 S&H 
Running Press 
125 South 22nd St.-YT 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-4399 


Thousands Of yo-yos in stock in over $0 
styles. Open 7 days a week. Since 1988 


Call or write for s free catalog 
1-800-YoYo-Guy 
(904) 385-5463 © FAX (904) 668-5825 


hitp:/Awww.:yoyoguy.com « infinite@pd.net 
Po Box 2584 e Tallahassee, FL 39316-2584 


finger end of the yo-yo Suny. The 
yo-yo has a “modified butterfly 


shape, explained Andrew Arvesen, 
marketing and promotions coordinator. 
Duncan also introduced a line of spin 
tops--the Wizzer, the Rip-Cord and the 
Bearing King, “which anyone can 
master,’ Andrew said. “Anyone who has 
learned to yo-yo can learn to play the 
top," he said. Also new from Duncan 
is a video that teaches both tops and 
yo-yos, Also, a new yo-yo video and a 
new trick book. The new tops will be 
shipped beginning in June. 
@ Air Traffic Juggling Supply, 
1172 £. Cliff Rd., Burnsville, MN 
55337, 612/895-5555, jim@atraffic.con, 
atraffic.com, announced that it has 
improved its Lizard yo-yo by adding a 
raised disk at the axle. “It had a 
smooth surface before, and the 
response wasn’t really working," said 
company spokesman Nick Vanderschnie. - 
“We raised the platform and gave it 
bumps. It’s now the most responsive 
yo-yo [on the market]. We also added 
[this same feature] to all our yo-yos 
except the Viper.” It also showed its 
“new Yo-Yo Maze CD, which includes 
instructions on how to master the yo- 
yo, including the new freehand style 
of play. Airtraffic is also the U.S. 
distributor for Henrys and for Fast 
Eddy MacDonald’s Russell yo-yos. 
@ BanDai America Inc., 5551 
Katella Ave., P.O. Box 6054, Cypress, 
“(A 90630, www.bandai.com put on a 
dazzling yo-yo show at its suite, 
featuring Jennifer Baybrook, Aaron 
Pierson and Shane Karan. Its new 
” "Extreme Sports® offerings are the 
PowerBrain and the Zero-G, which 
retail at $9.99. BanDai handles 
distribution of the Yonega yo-yos for 
the mass market outlets, and 
international sales, and Yomega sells 
to the specialty markets such as comic 
book stores and specialty stores. 
® New from Yomega Corp., P.0. 
Box 4146, Fall River, MA 02723, 
508/672-7399, 800/338-8796: The 
Rev-Rim, a roller-bearing yo-yo, 
designed for looping and speed 
(Suggested retail price (SRP}, 
$19.95.) Yo-Watch, a miniaturized, 
fully functional Yomega Fireball 
and a watch (SRP, $8.95). “Ready, 
Set, Yo!“ is an interactive 
CD-ROM ({PC/MAC} that teaches 37 of the 
world’s most popular yo-yo 


tricks for beginners and intermediate 
players. It was prepared by 


Yomega and Simon & Schuster. Comes 
with a Yomega Fireball. (SRP, 
$24.95). “The Power of YO!" is a 
yo-yo video with a plot (SRP, 
$11.95). Check your favorite quality 
toy store; Yomega is phasing 

out its mail-order sales. 

@ Swall Minds, 5740 Ayala Ave., 
Irwindale, CA 91706, 626-815-1780, 
stingeryoyo@smallminds.com, introduced 
an inexpensive aluminum ballbearing 
yo-yo, the Zombie, which will retail 
ina variety of colors for $15. It 
also added a new model to its line of 
yo-yos that feature actual insects 
embedded in the plastic halves. The 
new model is called The Contaminator 
and features a real cockroach in its 
side. 

@ Basic Fun, P.0. Box 847, 
Huntington Valley, PA 19006, 215/364- 
1665, 800/662-3380, 
mkind@basicfun.com, added another yo- 
yo to its series of miniature key- 
chain toys. The new model is the 
Duncan Trans-Axtion. The key-chain 
yo-yo will retail for about $5. 

@ WGA Entertainment, 16730 
Schoenborn St., North Hills, CA 91343- 
6122, 818-894-2525, www.mgae.com, 
introduced three new licensed yo-yos 
to its line--the DragonBall Z, the 
Power Ranger yo-yo and the World 
Wrestling Federation yo-yo. 

@ Ja-Ru Inc., 4030 Phillips 
Highway, Jacksonville, FL 32207, 904- 
733-9311, showed several relatively 
inexpensive yo-yos made of wood and 
plastic, including a light-up model, a 
sports yo-yo and even a key-chain yo- 
yo. They come in a variety of colors, 
shapes and designs. The yo-yos will 
be sold in stores and should retail 
for $2.00-$2.50. They are made in 
China, 

© Boley Corp., 2022 Violet St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90021, 213-688-8802, 
action@boleycorp.com, 


‘http://www. boleycorp.com, showed 


several inexpensive yo-yos--the Jumbo 
Yo-Yo, the B/0 Lite-Up, the Champion 
Yo-Yo and the Glow in the Dark Planet 
Yo-Yo. 

@ Active People Inc., 155-6 
Terence Matthews Crescent, Kanata, 
Ontario, CANADA K2M 2A8, 800-675-6686, 
613-592-6554, activepeople.com, showed 
the Play-Yo, a one-piece wooden yo-yo, 
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and the Mondial Came-Yo. 
© Carlisle Co., P.0. Box 21029, 


Carson City, NV 89721, 775-246-7822, 
800-233-3931, showed a glow in the 
dark yo-yo, which will sell for about 
$3 retail. 

@ You can buy Swedish yo-yos 
from Playsam, Carl Zedig reports. 
"We distribute also to small buyers 
and end-user customers," he said. 
"Take a look at our website, and you 
Will see our assortment.“ 
www. scandinaviandesign.com/playsan 


McBride Firebal] 


Dennis McBride writes: “Just a 
quick note to let you know we've 
produced two special collectors’ 
edition Dennis McBride Yomega Fireball 
Yo-Yos. We're very pleased with then. 

“If you'd like to see them, and 
perhaps add them to your collection, 
please visit our web site at 
www. yoyomaster.com/McBrideYomega. html" 


Poetry in Motion Challenge 


by Thosas R. Forsgren, Niles, WI 

My yo-yo stage name is Cyran-Yo. 
The name comes from Edmond Rostand’s 
Cyrano da Bergerac. 

Like old Cyrano, I am 58 years 
old--one third swordsman, one-third 
poet and (unlike him) one-third yo-yo 
aficionado. 

No, I am not a professional. I 
took up yoing after retirement (I was 
a financial analyst) and teach senior 
citizens the joy of the toy of their 


_ youth. 


Here's an excerpt from one of my 
poems: 

What are We Who Yo? 

Are we: 

A strange analgan blend, 

Of fire and ice, 

And silk and steel, 

{Combined with, perhaps) 

The catalyst of tears, 

Into an alloy that, 

The world might beat upon in vain? 

Yes, sir, through my poetry, and 
yo-yo, I desire to educate youth and 
to enlighten old age. 

Here’s a challenge: Throw your 


_ Very best spinner, then recite (from 


memory, or read it) Percy Bysshe 
Shelley's “Ozymanis” while it is 
spinning. Try to finish it before 


Order an autographed copy! 
INustrated 
PRO-YO TRICK BIBLE 
Volume 1 


The exhaustive beginner level textbook of yo. 


Send $13.95 + $2.95 S&H 
(in the US): 
Ted Whitten 
730 E. Limberlost Dr. #104 
Tucson, AZ 85719 


www. yoyo-tricks.com 
YoYoTheo@yoyo-tricks.com 


(IWORDONASTRNG)) 


“A true collector's Item written by one of the 
grand ledies of the State of Yol" 

- Netscape, Editor's Choice, August 1999 
Whether you're just starting out or a pro, World on the String: 
The How-To Yo-Yo Book by Helane Zeiger is the classic, okf 
school book for yo-yo players everywhere. This definitive 
manual includes precise, step-by-step instructions plus illus- 
trations and photographs for over seventy-five yo-yo tricks. 


A 


To order send a check for $16.00 per copy (inc. tax and shipping) to: 
Helaee Zelger. 1621 LeRoy Aveune, Berkaley. CA $4798 
uf order optic at yoyelsdy.com 


MASTERING THE ART 
OF YO-YO PLAY 


- The most comprehensive yo-yo teaching tool 
in the world! All new video series from 
National Yo-Yo Master Dennis McBride 
Volumes Include: 

Vol. 1 - Beginning & Intermediate 
Tricks (80 Tricks) 
Vol. 2 - String Tricks (70 Tricks) 

- Vol. 3 - Picture Tricks (60 Tricks) 
Vol. 4 - Two-Handed Tricks (80 Tricks) 
Introductory Prices: 
$13.00 per volume (+ $4.00 S/H per order) 
Complete series only $50.00 (+ $4 S/H) 
Special Offer: 

RECEIVE A FREE YOMEGA FIRESTORM YO-YO 
WITH EACH VIDEO ORDERED WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
Order from our website at 
wry. yoyomaster.com 
or directly from: 

Dennis McBride 
P.O. Box 1500, Solvang, CA 93464 
Phone: (805) 688-0301 
Email: dncmb@aol.com 
Please email for complete trick list. 
Sorry, no COD or credit card orders 


ADD 300 TRICKS 
to your repertoire! 
Order the 
iNustrated 


It’s Yo-Yo Time! (3rd Edition) 
by Professor Yo-Yo 


US — 95 __— In 


US $25. 9s ‘for haa orders 


It's Yo-Yo Time! 
| P.O. Box 1519-NL 
Herndon, VA 20172 
YoYoTime@aol.com 


The newsletter of yo-yoing in New England 
but full-of fun material for anyone from anywhere! 
Yearly subscriptions: $10 in the US, $12 in the rest 

of N. America, $15 for the rest of the world. 
ASCII edition on diskette, $5+ $1 S&H 
Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 603/427-2473 


The Totally Un- 
Authorized Book of 


Tuning Yo Yos 
by Sky Kiyabu 
B” 1998 National A {a 
Ailes $4.00 plus $1.00 S&H 

FP send check to: Sky Kiyabu 
: 98-513 Pono Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 


ta 


Yo-Yo Times 
is an independent newsletter, 

published quarterly by 

Creative Communications Inc. 
P.O. Box 1519 

Herndon, VA 20172 

Phone: 703-715-6187 

E-mail: YoYoTime@aol.con 

Web site: www. YoYoTimes.com 


¢.2000 by Creative Communications Inc. 
ALL rights reserved. For information 
on reproduction of any part of this 
issue, write to the address above. 


ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor & Publisher: 

Stuart Crump ("Professor Yo-Yo") . 
Assistant Editor: Jodi Cruap ("Yodi"). 
Managing Editor: Margaret P. Crump 
Reporters: Steve Crump, Tie Cruap, 

Greg Beatty 
Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 

(4 issues)(U.S. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers, please add $4/year 
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Wooden Monarch 
Yo-Yos 


e High performance Short Wood List: 
@ Finest Hardwoods Light $15 
© Light to Super- Teak, Mahogany, Oak 


Heavyweight 
First choice of World 
Champ Bunny Martin 


Wooden Monarch Yo-Yos 
Ebony, Kingwood, Tulip - 
$30 
Indian Pennies or Liberty 


Dimes inlaid add $5 
-Include $2.23 S/H- 


~-¥O-YO MUSEUM 


National Museum, Chico, Calif. 
Located inside the Bird in Hand Store 
320 Broadway, Chico, Calif. 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 
Open 10-5 ‘Mon-Sat, 11-4 Sun. 
Free admission 
For further information, 
call 916/893-0545 


Discover Yourself at 
the End of the String... 


The State of Yo is both energy & attitude. 
Felt in times of victory, harmony and inner 
peace, Yo is revealed in The Book of Yo 
through the ancient writings of Yo Tzu. 


The yo-yo and tricks serve as metaphors to 
help us discover a way to a balanced life. 
Blending fact and fiction, The Book of Yo 
shows Yo subtly present in art, philosophy, 
physics, martial arts, play and our daily 
lives. Yoing is fun and a unique way of 
developing the person reading here, You. 


The Book of Yo by Neil Feser 
114 pages Soft $US 12.95 Hard $US 25 
Please add $4 S&H to: 

Insight Presentations 
P.O. 540367, Omaha, NE 68154-0367 
_ Autograph & dedications available. 
www.bookofyo.com 


"The Book of Yo is a worthwhile read, a 
philosophical book about the State of Yo, 
a zen-like experience." TOM SMOTHERS 


Yo-Yo Times’ 
3‘ NEW WEBSITE! 
www. yoyotimes.com 


BaMgtngs Ee o-yo back to your hand. 
Reading the poem well takes about 


§8 3/5 seconds. Try this for style! 


TRICKS 


Send in Your Tricks 

Each issue of YY7 includes several 
new yo-yo tricks. We invite you to 
keep your new tricks coming in. We'll 
print as many as we can and, from tine 
to time, we collect them into one or 
more books (see the ad for “It’s Yo-Yo 
Tine!” elsewhere in this issue). 

If we publish your trick, you 
receive a free 6-month extension on 
your subscription as our token way of 
saying, “Thank you for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the 
greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, 
you'll receive full credit and thanks 
in the book. (Note: Sending us your - 
trick means that you are giving us 
permission to print it in the 
newsletter and yo-yo tricks books.) 

Please note that tricks in the 
newsletter are those that can be 
described in words without pictures. 
Well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for future editions of the 
book, It’s Yo-Yo Time! or other books. 

IMPORTANT! Please include your 
name, address, phone number and (if 
you have one) e-mail address so we'll 
know where to send your free 
subscription! As you will notice in 
several tricks below, most of our 
tricks come in by e-mail, and often do 
not contain a return address or even a 
full name. 


“Sky Rewind" 
Eric Bergmann, “Mr. UFO" 
SIggSBERGMANN@t-online.de 

Do a “Thump Wind." When the yo-yo 
arrives at the highest point in the 
sky, you punch it into “Vertical 
Loops.” That’s it. 

You must be very careful when 
doing this trick if you don’t want to 
hit yourself in the face! 


If You Mess Up... 
James Boro, “Yo Jester” 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Dogdani91@a0l .com 

If you screw up during your 
routine, just roll your yo-yo on the 
ground toward you, letting it wind up 


part of the way. 
When it reaches you, pull up on 


your string real fast and go into a 
"Gravity Pull.” 

TIP: This trick works best with a 
comedy performance. Act like you knew 
what you were doing the whole time. 


"One-Handed Pinwheel” 
Brad Alyward 
Nanaimo, 8.C., Canada 

Throw a “Sleeper,” then wind the 
string around your hand. You can now 
do a "Pinwheel with your yo-yo hand. 
You may find it easier to swing the 


_ yo-yo around with one hand than with 


the standard two-handed method. This 
trick can also be performed with a yo- 
yo in each hand, two-handed style. 


“Trapeze Routine" 
Chris Austin 
Farmington Hills, MI 
BrickWal1]23@aol.con 

This trick is actually a series of 
"Trapeze tricks put together to form 
a smooth routine. And it really shows 
your trapeze abilities. 

1. Throw a regular "Man on the 
Flying Trapeze.” 

2, Now do a “Kan on the Flying 
Trapeze and His Brother’ (reverse 
“Double or Nothing’). 

3. Do a back off dismount and 
swing the yo-yo around for another 
“Wan on the Flying Trapeze.” 

4, Do another back off dismount, 
but this time hook the string on your 
thumb and do a “Backwards Man on the 
Flying Trapeze.” 

5. Do another back-off dismount 
to your left side. The string should 
be wrapped around your thumb once. 
Gently slip this coil off of your 
thumb, and then do “Lindy Loops." 

6. Back out of the “Lindy Loops* 
and “call the yo-yo back to your hand. 


“Stargate” 
Eric Bergmann, “Mr. UFO" 
SiggsBERGMANN@t-onl ine.de 

It starts like an “Alien in 
Town,” not with a “Rock the Baby” but 
with a “Pyramid.” 

Throw a hard “UFO," but not 
totally to the side! Throw it at an 
angle something like this: / 

Then, form a “Pyramid” with the 
string. And the UFO is flying in the 
Pyramid! 
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"El Tangle Grande” 
I am trying to find out how to do 


what has been called the world’s 
hardest string trick, “El Tangle 
Grande." I was wondering if it goes 
by any other name, and how to do it. 

I really would like to know how 
to do this trick. Can anybody help 
me? Write to me at 
yo-star-wing@juno.com 
Seth Peterson; "Yo2!Z Man 30° 
[SETH -- I don’t know this trick. Let 
us hope that one of our readers who 
knows it will get in touch with you. 
Let me know how you make out. --$.C.] 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS 


If you’re a fan of The Yo-Yo Man, 
Tom Smothers, and his brother, Dick, 
here is the schedule of upcoming 
appearances by the Smothers Brothers. 
Check your local listings for details. 
April 13, Windsor, Ont., Canada 
April 14, Wississauaga, Ont., Canada 
April 15, Kitchener, Ont., Canada 
May 5-6, Knoxville, Tenn., Symphony 
May #4, Santa Rosa, Calif. 
Way 20, guest appearance at the Dayton 
(Ohio) Hamvention, Nutter Center, 
(http://www. hamvention.org} 
June 23-24, Robinsonville, Miss. 
June 30-July 4, Harrah's, Reno, Nev. 
July 18, Brevard, N.C. 
July 20, Myrtle Beach, $.C. 
duly 23, Westbury, N.Y. 
July 25-30, Orleans, Las Yegas, Nev. 
Aug. 1, Layton, Utah 
Aug. 2, Orem, Utah 
Sept. 12, Holmdel, N.J. 
Oct. 6-8, Oakbrook Terrace, Ill. 
Qct. 10-15, Orleans, Las Vegas, Nev. 
Oct. 19-22, Harrah’s, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 


SHOPTALK 


Something Different 

You may have noticed something 
different about this issue. It is 
being sent at the same time as the 
Winter 1999-2000 issue. 

We're doing this to ‘catch up* 
with our publication schedule. 

Since the two issues are mailed 
at the same time, we decided to put no 
ads in the “Winter” issue and to 
include them in the “Spring” issue, in 
order to give us room for more 
articles and news reports. 

Your patience is appreciated. 


Spintastics... 
When you have > 
the need for SPFFD/ 


= — Fir eFly Ball-Bearing 
Sax) LED lighted Glow in the Dark 


q y } Incredible Light Effect 
I] 3 $20.00 
NOW SHIPPING! porwigis Win : 
Tornado Top : 
j & String 
Dual Ball-Bearing $20.00. 


| ® 
te, aS al *~ Collector’s Special 
eo Your choice of ABS 
Technic or MantaRay 
with Dale Oliver’s picture 
and Team Spintastics sides 


Credit Card phone orders: 817-684-8677 
Mail orders: PO Box 1648 - Colleyville, TX 76034 
| FREE SHIPPING ! 
Watch for SPECIALS on our NEW website at: 
| www-.spintastics.com 
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join us for the first ever ' | 


YoYoJam Session 


the ultimate YOYO COMPETITION 
being held in conjunction with 
RonJon Surf Shop’s Easter Surf Week 


Easter Weekend, April Z1 & 22 
Friday night events: Cocoa Beach, Florida 
*Precision team competition - vate ts fete detalt 
é visit our we é for complete detalis 
Impress the Judge contest www.yoyoja n com 


*Freestyle exhibitions by Team YoYoJam Masters 


Live Concert on the Beach following opening ceremonies! SS 


The official Yo YoJam Hote! Headquarters: 


Saturday events: Comfort inn, Cocoa Beach 
*Compulsories for Double “A” & Single “A” VIVE 


Recreational Division & miniJam Competition 


*Clinics-- “how tos” with the pros! a 7 
*Friday night main event -- Freestyle Finals! 


7 


Celebrity Judges include: Bill DeBoigblanc, Jam... 
Linda ae David Capurro, and David Brunner Lom 
HOW 10 SUBSCRIBE oR PEWEY If one of the boxes on the left 

is-checked, please send your.- 
{] If this box is checked, your subscription renewal today to: 
expires with this issue. 
L] If this box is checked, your subscription 4 
expires with the next issue. Yo-Yo Times 
Lil International subscribers, please add $4 (¥.S. P.O. Box 1519 
funds only) per year for air mail postage & Herndon, VA 20172 


handling; VISA or MasterCard preferred. 


To subscribe or renew, copy the information below ona 
sheet of paper, and send it along with your payment. If 


this is a renewal, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER PLEASE FORWARD 


(which appears above your name on the mailing label). 


[ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 


{account no. ) 

[J] 1 year $12 (4 TSSUES) 

[ ] 2 years $18 (8 ISSUES) 
Please include your mailing label and indicate new FIRST CLASS 


information or changes here: 


WANE, 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE. 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 
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